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June 17, 2015
Northeast Research Station - LSU AgCenter
 St. Joe, Louisiana

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Carlos Polotzola , Donald Berken, Robert Thevis, Thomas Ater, Leo Franchebois, Dan Turner, Joey Olivier and Charles Cannatella
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Raymond Schexnayder, Jr., Darrell Vandeven, JK Bordelon and Ryan Kirby 
OTHERS PRESENT:
Kyle McCann, Rogers Leonard and Kurt Guidry
Vice-Chairman Charles Cannatella called the meeting to order. The Board business meeting was conducted after the northeast research station’s field day. 

Dr. Kurt Guidry then reviewed a draft of the soybean survey he had been requested to conduct and how it would be distributed.  The survey of soybean producers and affiliated industry members was designed to gauge research priorities, information needs and how growers currently receive research information.  The Board members provided some suggestions during the review and were asked to forward any additional changes by June 19th. 
 The Board then reviewed the minutes of the previous meeting. 
ACTION NO. 1
A motion was made by Donald Berken, seconded and carried, to correct the attendance of Carlos Polotzola and to approve the corrected minutes of the previous meeting.

Kyle McCann then presented the cash position and collections report.  The current cash position of the Board as of June 15, 2015 was presented.   The total cash on hand was $5,196,654.70 of which $4,453,782.11 was Soybean funds $612,028.69 was wheat and corn funds and $130,843.90 was sorghum funds.  The May collections report from the LDAF was also reviewed.  The net year to date collections were $2,120,806.43 for soybeans and $338,318.91for wheat and corn. 
The Board then had a general discussion on research and producer information needs.  Dan Turner mentioned a publication he receives from MSU that has current production information related to current topics facing producers during the season on a weekly basis.  The Board also discussed the research project review meeting format.  They wanted the same overall format and asked to have project reviews grouped into the various disciplines.  Regarding the budget for this next year with corn acreage down funds available would also be reduced.  Soybean funds may not be reduced depending on how production turns out versus the reduction in price. 
Charles Cannatella then updated the Board on the activities of the United Soybean Board.  He reviewed the upcoming July USB meeting the declining budget and the trans-fat issue.  He also reviewed the AMCOE meeting and the status of the aflatoxin research being conducted. The MSSB activities were also briefly reviewed and a summary of current work was provided.
Next, the Board’s outreach activities were discussed.  The radio and electronic publications would continue to be utilized.  Additionally, the get involved material would be included in the annual report and additional communications regarding the review meeting would be utilized.  
The Board next considered the public funds resolution provided by Capital One bank.  The Board has always required two Board member signatures on all transactions.  The officers of the Board are authorized to sign and conduct the necessary business of the Board.  The resolution would continue that practice.  They also discussed deleting past officers from any authorizations on all accounts.  An audit of the bank’s records showed some past officers had not been deleted. 

ACTION NO. 2
A motion was made by Joey Olivier, seconded and carried, to approve the bank resolution and to continue the same banking practices of authorizing all three officers and requiring two signatures on transactions and authorizing Kyle McCann (staff) have access to review and receive information on the accounts. 
 The dates for the review meeting were discussed and tentatively set for November 19-20, 2015.  

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.  
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